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Ed Jaynes began working on his book on probability theory as early as 1954.
A very preliminary version of the book was published by the Socony-Mobil Oil Co. in 1956.
This  preliminary version  contained only 5 lectures.
From 1956 through the early 70's Dr. Jaynes continued to work on these lectures
and actively used them in his courses on probability theory and statistical mechanics.
By the mid 70's he had a contract with a publisher and had nearly completed the
problem of producing a publication quality version of the text.
For reasons unknown to me, he never published this version of his book, nor
did he ever finish all of the lectures that were to be included in it.
Rather he began the process of converting the material into a document that
could be typeset by computer. As a result the typed publication quality version
of his book was put aside.  I first learned of the existence of this manuscript
when I began the process of completing his book on probability theory.
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